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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 189594 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EPAP, PINT, SOCL, PL 

SUBJECT: MEAT SHORTAGES REPORTED IN PROVINCES 

REF: A) WARSAW 6122; B) IR NO. 2-214-0372-78 (P6 1900)- 
CDR 66TH MIGP 185 (PROV)MUNICH 

1 . EMBASSY'S REPORTING ON STATUS OF MEAT SUPPLY SITUATION 
(REFTEL A) IS GREATLY APPRECIATED. OTHER REPORTING, SUCH 
AS REFTEL B (SENT INFO USDAO WARSAW), SUGGESTS THAT THE 
AVAILABILITY OF MEAT IN "COMMERCIAL" STORES MAY HAVE OFFSET 
SHORTAGES IN THE REGULAR STORES, EVEN IN THE PROVINCES. 

THERE ARE ALSO INDICATIONS THAT INCREASED MEAT ALLOCATIONS 
TO "COMMERCIAL" STORES ARE PART OF A GOVERNMENT POLICY TO 
MORE THAN DOUBLE MEAT PRICES AND PHASE OUT REGULAR STORES. 

2. ANY COMMENTS EMBASSY MAY HAVE ON THE AVAILABILITY OF 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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MEAT IN "COMMERCIAL" STORES AND ON PRICE DIFFERENTIALS 
WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECIATED. DEPARTMENT REQUESTS CONTINUED 
REPORTING ON WHETHER MEAT SUPPLIES IN THE PROVINCES HAVE 
DECLINED SUBSTANTIALLY. CHRISTOPHER 
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